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 MINUTES 

LEPC MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Chairman Billy Samuels, Vice-Chair Rachel Skidmore, Brian Arboreen, Michael Harris, Sean 
Simoneau, Carolyn Levering, Jeremy Hynds, Greg Chesser, Corey Ross, Michael Wilson, Tim Cook, 
Judy Lopez, Carlton Parker, Gregg Maye, Brian Mitchell, Brian Scroggins, Rachel Flanigan. 

LEPC ALTERNATES PRESENT:  
Carlito Rayos, Jason Moyer, Cheryl Nagy, Arlene Chapman, Spencer Lewis, Angeline Szymanski, 
Jose Suarez, Robert Palumbo, Jeff ____ (UNLV), Todd Lericos, Jeen Clemitson. 

LEPC MEMBERS ABSENT:  
Warren Whitney, Craig Cooper, Travis Anderson, Roger Haskins, Misty Richardson, Jayson Andrus, 
Misty Robinson, Jason Manzo, Brad Poulson, Stephanie Rennick, Lori Mack, Phil Klevorick, John 
Arias, Daniel Berc, John Lombard, Edward Wilds, David Elkington, Aaron Morris, Tori Begay, Karen 
Donnahie, John Turner. 

I. Call to Order 
Billy Samuels, LEPC Chairman, called the 2:00 p.m. meeting to order on Tuesday, 
November 30, 2021. 

II. Roll Call
Andria Webster called roll and noted that a quorum was present.

III. Public Comments
There were no public comments at this time.

IV. Comments from the Chair (Discussion only)
Chairman Samuels thanked everyone for jumping on this Special LEPC Meeting, which is
being held because there are timeframes on some grant items.  He also stated that even
though they're on the agenda, for today's meeting there will be no expectation that the items
in agenda VIII will be reported out.

V. Review and Approve the Submittal of Clark County LEPC 2021 HMEP Grant 
Application in the amount of $35,200.00 to send 16 HazMat Technicians to the 
International Association of Fire Chief (IAFC) Hazardous Materials Response Team 
Conference for continued education to mitigate any Hazardous Materials incidents on 
roadways or railways.  (For Possible Action)  
Karen Taylor explained that this is one that we traditionally apply for every year, described 
how it's broken down, noted that this conference will be held June 9th through 12th of 2022, 
and added that as the costs were not listed on their website she had to make a best guess 
and go with the DSA rates as far as estimates of costs.  She answered questions, including 
that Phil Klevorick is listed under Clark County, also that if Boulder City is interested they can 
contact either her or Carlito as they have a waiting list and typically there are people who are 
unable to go.  She added that they anticipate it will be approved by SERC, because it 



traditionally has been, and by the Department of Transportation, that she'll be in contact when 
she gets the award letter, and to please book quickly according to what the grant letter says 
and what the expenses are allowed, which are higher than normal so they had to ask for 
more money than normal. 
 
Motion to approve by Jeremy Hynds. 
Second by Spencer Lewis. 
Motion carried. 

  
VI. Review and Approve the submittal of Clark County LEPC 2021 HMEP Grant Application 

in the amount of $6,500.00 to subgrant to Las Vegas Fire and Rescue to conduct an 
exercise of the evacuation of the Combined Communication Center and set up an 
operations backup site at Veteran's Tribute Academy during a HazMat incident.  
(For Possible Action) 
Craig Cooper stated that they incorporated the hazmat component and so it's a guideline for 
the grant.  He explained that they're going to have a hazmat incident within proximity to 
Las Vegas Fire headquarters, which is where the Combined Communication Center is 
located, which will give them the ability to practice the evacuation of the Communication 
Center while requiring the maintenance of constant communications during what would be a 
hazmat incident, and then practice that relocation and the continuity of the operation.  He 
answered questions.  Karen Taylor pointed out that the expenses requested are a new 
expense allowable under HMEP grants, so that the Commission is aware that you can apply 
for overtime.  In this case, they are applying for overtime of any employees who are off that 
day to come in for four hours and participate in the drill, which is an allowable expense now of 
this grant.  Craig indicated that's exactly how they're going to maintain normal operations. 
. 
Motion to approve by Carolyn Levering. 
Second by Jeremy Hynds. 
Motion carried. 

  
VII. Review and Approve the submittal of the 2021 HMEP Mid-Cycle Grant Application in 

the amount of $5,500.00 for the LEPC to send 1 LVMPD employee to the Forensic 
Investigation of Explosives and Explosive Devices course at Cranfield University to 
attend specialized training for knowledge on Explosive analysis to effectively store 
and compare evidentiary materials to known reference materials of a possible 
hazardous nature.  (For Possible Action). 
Jason Moyer thanked everybody behind the scenes that helped get this on the agenda 
quickly.  He also noted that he has two representatives from our forensics lab to answer any 
questions.  He described that this is to send one of their LVMPD forensic scientists to the 
Forensic Investigation of Explosives and Explosive Devices course, which provides the 
fundamentals of approved improvised explosive devices and assessing how chemical 
analysis techniques are applied in forensic explosive investigations, that that forensic 
scientist will learn how to distinguish between types of IEDs and assess the scientific 
methods used to identify different parts in a laboratory setting, and how to collect samples 
and analyze those samples using similar scientific instrumentation that we already have at 
the forensic laboratory.  He noted that this type of training that combines postblast sample 
collection and laboratory analysis is not provided to individuals outside of the ATF or FBI, so 
their scientist has no other way to go, unless they were employed by ATF or FBI.  He stated 
that currently there are no individuals in southern Nevada that can provide this level analysis 
and that this course is only provided one per year and is only hosted at Cranfield University in 
London, England, and this one is scheduled for January 10th through the 14th.  Chairman 
Samuels mentioned that there have been some complications, that grant dollars going to pay 
for an out-of-country project is always a concern, that it has to go through SERC, and that to 
get the award letter in that time period is going to be very tight, and he wanted to make sure 
that they're fine with fronting the money and then seeking reimbursement.  Jason said we're 
asking for this, hoping for the best, but understand all those concerns.  Dave Goldthorpe from 



their forensic lab answered questions by Carolyn Levering regarding why it is that we need to 
have local law enforcement trained in this particular program and what gives Cranfield 
University's programming credibility and credential in our country, stating that our federal 
agents are very beneficial and helpful for us but the turnaround time can be very long, and 
that this training will go beyond the explosives training that's offered now in the United States 
for first responders of how to respond to the scene, how to collect samples.  Carolyn also 
asked if they've talked to Shon Saucedo about this particular training and the benefit that it 
has for the bomb squad, and Dave stated that they do work with the LVFR bomb squad and 
have done analysis on their cases, that they could reach out to him, but that it is a quick 
turnaround time.  Jeremy Hynds asked about sustainability and if they're looking to bring this 
information back, to which Dave answered that the agenda and everything that's acquired in 
the training will be available to LVFR or any other entity that is interested in it.  Karen Taylor 
added that if approved by the Commission, this application will have to go to SERC, then the 
Department of Transportation to be approved as well, also that the GSA rates don't apply 
because they're traveling outside of the United States, so the DOT may not allow them, and 
that Metro has to know that they may have to pay some of these costs, because they may 
only approve a portion, if they approve it.  Chairman Samuels reviewed the different concerns 
and variables and wanted to make sure that LVMPD is aware of that.  Rachel Skidmore 
noted that it's all very duly noted and acknowledged, understood, that they're hoping to be 
able to get this opportunity to speak on its behalf with SERC and then, potentially, the DOT 
with regard to some of the shortcomings involved, hoping for January.  Karen also added that 
she'll be doing this application tomorrow, because it has to be  submitted to SERC tomorrow, 
that the LEPC will be the applicant and Metro will be the subapplicant, she'll need to change it 
to an HMEP application.  The quarterly meeting for SERC is December 9th. 
 
Motion by Spencer Lewis, noting that the Mid-Cycle will be changed to an HMEP. 
Second Angeline Szymanski 
Motion carried. 
 

VIII. LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
Chairman Samuels explained that for today's meeting there is no expectation that anyone 

 was going to report out, but he will go through it and accept any reporting that anyone can do. 
 

 a.   Plans Administration Subcommittee 
 Carlito Rayos, Chair, stated that there is no change from the report given during the regularly 

scheduled LEPC Meeting. 
 
 b.   Training and Exercise Subcommittee 
 Carlito Rayos, Co-chair, reported that they have completed the after action review and report 

as well as the story board for the CAER exercise that they did a couple weeks ago. 
 
 c.   Grants  Subcommittee 
 Karen Taylor, Chair, stated that, for Jeremy, if he'd like to look at the HMEP application, on 

page 8 and 9 it goes over the overtime and backfilled policy that they will allow for SERC 
now.. 

 
 d.   Public Information Subcommittee 
 No report was given. 
 
 e.   Legislative Subcommittee 
 No report was given. 
 
 f.   GIS Subcommittee 
 No report was given. 
 
 g.  Specialized Response Subcommittee 



 Craig Cooper, Chair, stated that there is no report at this time. 
 
 SPECIAL REPORTS & WORKING GROUPS 
 
 h.   Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) 
 Brian Scroggins stated that there is nothing to report since our last meeting. 
 
 i.   Nuclear Waste Division Yucca Mountain Update 
 Phil Klevorick was not present, and no report was given.   
 

IX. Public Comments    
 Carolyn Levering commented that earlier today she received news that the Department of 

Energy is restarting their consent-based siting program, and they're looking for feedback from 
communities across the nation regarding disposal of nuclear waste, that this was 
accompanied with a message from the Biden Administration stating that they are not seeking 
to put high-level waste at Yucca Mountain.  She stated that this was too recent to add to this 
agenda.  She'll share some of the information, that maybe Andria can distribute, for the 
benefit of the group at large. 

 
 Chairman Samuels commented that he wanted to thank everyone, and he hopes everyone 

had a happy Thanksgiving, enjoys the Christmas and holiday season coming up, has a safe 
New Year, and reaches out if they need anything.  They'll be standing up New Year's at the 
MACC or McCarran Airport. 

 
 Carlito Rayos commented that Chief Johnson's wife passed away this week, that many know 

him, that he was a long-time member of LEPC. and out of Rural Chiefs before Chief Haydu 
and was emergency manager briefly before leaving to central California, for those who know 
him and want to reach out. 

 
 Next Regularly Scheduled LEPC meeting:  Tuesday, February 8, 2022 at 9:00 a.m., 

virtual via Lifesize.  Chairman Samuels stated that our next scheduled LEPC meeting will 
be Tuesday, February 8, 2022, at 0900, via Lifesize again.. 

 
  VIII. Adjournment 
 Motion to adjourn by Jeremy Hynds. 
 Second by Mike Wilson. 
 Motion carried. 
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